RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Curriculum Statement

At Sandfield the whole school curriculum promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and in particular distinguishing what is right and what is wrong. We believe Religious Education is an important part of our curriculum as it celebrates diversity, developing pupil’s empathy, sensitivity and understanding through positive, discussion-based learning. Sandfield is fortunate to belong to a school community that welcomes pupils and families from different and diverse cultures and backgrounds, and we believe that learning about each other’s faiths and traditions is the foundation of our R.E curriculum. 
Religious Education encourages pupils to ask questions, express their own opinions, appreciate diversity and develop the skills needed to become respectful, compassionate and active members of society. Through engaging, practical and discussion-based learning, pupils explore Christianity alongside other major world religions and non-religious worldviews, while developing the communication, social and emotional skills identified within their EHCPs.
Intent

The principle aim of Religious Education is to encourage pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging. It enables them to identify and flourish within their community as well as promoting equal opportunities. R.E enables pupils to recognise discrimination and stereotyping by enhancing pupils’ awareness and understanding of religious beliefs, teaching and practises. In R.E lessons, pupils learn about different faiths including; Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. As a result, pupils develop an understanding and appreciation for the expression of beliefs, cultural practices and influence of principle religions in the local, national and wider global community.
Pupils work will be evidenced via work in exercise books, recording of discussions and photographs of trips which will be uploaded onto Evidence for Learning. 

Implementation
Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that ‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’.
Sandfield is a Community school therefore we deliver RE in line with the Locally Agreed Syllabus written by the Liverpool SACRE.


Key themes and concepts explored in R.E at Sandfield:
 • Religious texts and symbols
 • Festivals and celebrations 
• Beliefs and moral values 
• Commitment and belonging
• Leaders and inspirational people

Implementing EHCP Targets within RE Lessons
Religious Education provides an excellent opportunity to embed pupils' EHCP outcomes within meaningful learning experiences. Teachers plan lessons that address both curriculum objectives and personalised EHCP targets.
Communication and Interaction
Many pupils have EHCP targets focusing on communication. RE lessons encourage pupils to express ideas, listen to others and develop respectful discussion skills.
Teachers support these targets by:
· Encouraging pupils to share opinions and beliefs. 
· Using visual communication aids and symbols. 
· Modelling appropriate language for discussion. 
· Providing structured opportunities for turn-taking. 
· Supporting pupils to ask and answer questions. 
· Using communication boards, Makaton or AAC where appropriate. 
Cognition and Learning
RE develops thinking, memory and understanding through structured learning activities.
Teachers implement cognition targets by:
· Breaking concepts into manageable steps. 
· Using visual timelines and sequencing. 
· Matching religious symbols to beliefs. 
· Using stories to reinforce understanding. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
RE supports pupils in understanding emotions, relationships and moral choices.
Lessons encourage pupils to:
· Recognise different viewpoints. 
· Develop empathy. 
· Respect differences. 
· Reflect on right and wrong. 
· Build confidence when expressing opinions. 

Impact
The school’s curriculum promotes self-esteem and respect for self and others. It develops awareness and understanding of different beliefs and cultures and how these influence individuals and society. The curriculum helps develop pupils into responsible and caring citizens with respect for the environment and awareness of global issues. There areas are covered across the curriculum and reflect the ethos of the school. Our pupils will leave school with a strong sense of belonging, with the confidence and skills to make decisions and to self-evaluate. Where appropriate, progress is recorded using work in books, photos and videos using Evidence for Learning.
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