Sandfield Park School – Drama Curriculum Statement
Intent
At Sandfield Park, drama gives pupils opportunities to explore, create and express themselves through imaginative and practical experiences. It provides a space for pupils to communicate their ideas, feelings, preferences and experiences, while developing confidence in their ability to contribute and be heard.
We recognise that communication is different for every pupil. Drama embraces spoken language alongside gesture, facial expression, movement, vocalisation, AAC and other individual forms of communication. Pupils are supported to communicate in the ways that are most meaningful to them, ensuring that everyone can participate and have their ideas valued.
Through stories, characters, role play and imaginative situations, pupils can explore emotions, relationships and different perspectives in a safe and supportive environment. Drama also provides opportunities to develop social interaction, cooperation, independence, creativity and problem-solving.
Our curriculum is accessible while maintaining high expectations for participation and creativity. Sensory exploration, movement, storytelling, improvisation and performance provide different routes into learning, allowing pupils to engage according to their individual strengths and needs.
Drama contributes to pupils' EHCP outcomes by providing purposeful opportunities to develop communication, interaction, emotional understanding, independence, confidence and decision-making. Ultimately, we want pupils to recognise that what they communicate matters and that they have something valuable to contribute.
Curriculum Planning
Our curriculum provides pupils with opportunities to:
· Explore and communicate ideas, feelings and experiences
· Develop characters, stories and imaginative situations
· Create, collaborate and share creative work
Across Years 7 to 14, pupils encounter a broad range of themes, stories and situations, including imaginary worlds, real-life experiences, emotions, relationships, cultures, celebrations and topics relevant to their lives.
Pupils are encouraged to influence their learning through meaningful choices. They may select characters, props, sounds, movements or ways of presenting an idea, developing ownership and independence over time.
Sensory exploration is woven throughout the curriculum. Objects, textures, lighting, colour, sound, movement and visual stimuli can be used to introduce themes, develop characters, create atmosphere or inspire storytelling. These experiences provide additional ways for pupils to explore and communicate their responses.
Planning takes account of:
· The National Curriculum
· Individual EHCP outcomes and long-term aspirations
· Communication, sensory, physical and cognitive needs
· Cross-curricular and whole-school opportunities
· Preparation for greater independence beyond school
Adaptive teaching supports pupils through visual prompts, modelling, repetition, structured choices, props, sensory resources, AAC and other communication approaches. Opportunities are provided for pupils to work independently, with a partner and as part of a group.
Our schemes of work provide progression from Year 7 to Year 14, with key skills revisited through different themes and contexts. Pupils build confidence, independence and an increasing ability to communicate and make creative choices.
Implementation
Drama lessons are active, practical and creative. Pupils learn through exploring, observing, responding, rehearsing, creating and sharing, with activities adapted to enable meaningful participation.
Pupils explore:
· Character and role
· Storytelling and narrative
· Improvisation
· Mime and movement
· Freeze frames and tableaux
· Script writing
· Devising
· Voice, facial expression and gesture
· Use of space and positioning
· Props, costume and simple set
· Sensory and immersive experiences
Communication is embedded throughout lessons. Pupils are encouraged to respond to others, initiate interactions, express preferences, make choices and communicate meaning. Staff recognise each pupil's individual communication style so that pupils can take an active role without relying on spoken language.
Drama provides opportunities to explore emotions and experiences through fictional characters and situations. Pupils can practise social interactions, consider different viewpoints and explore possible responses within a supportive environment.
Creative technology is used where it enhances learning. Pupils may record scenes, create short films or contribute to simple editing projects, providing another way to develop and share creative ideas.
Performance is an important part of the drama experience at Sandfield Park. Each year, pupils have opportunities to participate in the Sandfest Drama Festival as part of our annual Sandfest programme. Pupils also work towards a winter drama performance or pantomime, developing skills through rehearsal, collaboration and performance for an audience.
Additional opportunities include:
· Workshops with visiting practitioners
· Arts Celebrations
· Collaborative projects with other schools
· Opportunities to watch and respond to live performance
· Cross-curricular drama projects
· Selected film and creative media projects
Performance is approached inclusively. Pupils contribute according to their individual strengths and may act, narrate, move, create sound, use props, communicate through AAC, operate equipment or contribute in other meaningful ways.
Impact
Through drama, pupils become increasingly confident in expressing themselves, communicating with others and participating in shared creative experiences.
Pupils develop:
· Confidence and self-esteem
· Communication and interaction skills
· Creativity and imagination
· Understanding of emotions and different perspectives
· Independence and decision-making
· Cooperation and relationships
· Awareness of performance and dramatic techniques
The impact of drama is considered alongside individual EHCP outcomes. Progress may include increased communication, greater independence, improved interaction, more effective expression of emotions and preferences, increased confidence or greater willingness to participate.
Progress is measured from each pupil's own starting point. For one pupil, this may involve performing with greater confidence; for another, it may be initiating an interaction, using AAC to make a choice, responding through movement or participating more consistently alongside others.
Pupils demonstrate their learning through the annual Sandfest Drama Festival, winter drama performance or pantomime, informal presentations, recorded work and other school events. These experiences give pupils authentic reasons to communicate, collaborate and celebrate their achievements.
By the time pupils leave Sandfield Park, we want them to have developed confidence in expressing themselves and communicating in ways that are meaningful to them. Through drama, pupils experience being listened to, making choices, contributing ideas and creating alongside others. They develop skills that support their EHCP outcomes and enable greater participation, independence and communication beyond school.
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