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INTENT
Curriculum Vision
At Sandfield, our English curriculum is designed to ensure that every pupil develops the communication, literacy and critical thinking skills needed to live a fulfilled, independent and meaningful life.
We aim to enable all pupils to achieve their fullest potential in reading, writing, speaking and listening, recognising that communication is fundamental to autonomy, self-expression and participation in society. The priority is ensuring that the pupils’ EHCP outcomes and related targets are met via English.
Our curriculum:
· Encourages pupils to enjoy English and to appreciate the power, beauty and purpose of language in the world around them
· Prioritises communication so that all pupils have a meaningful voice, including those using Alternative and Augmentative Communication (AAC)
· Develops reading as a gateway to understanding the world, enabling pupils to access knowledge, build vocabulary and form their own perspectives
· Supports pupils to become confident writers where appropriate, with strategies tailored to individual needs
We are committed to an inclusive, representative and equitable curriculum. Pupils will:
· Encounter a diverse range of texts, authors and voices reflecting differences in disability, race, gender, sexuality and culture
· See themselves positively represented in what they study
· Develop empathy, respect and understanding of others
· Engage in discussions about identity, fairness, relationships and belonging in a safe and supported environment
We recognise disability as part of identity and culture, not just need. Our curriculum promotes positive representation and ensures pupils with SEND can express who they are, not just access learning.
We also place strong emphasis on cultural capital, ensuring pupils gain the knowledge, experiences and confidence to engage fully in modern Britain and beyond. This includes both exposure to diverse perspectives and the ability to question, interpret and contribute to the world around them.

WHAT DO WE EXPECT STUDENTS TO GAIN?
Pupils will:
· Make progress in achieving their EHCP outcomes
· Develop enjoyment and engagement in English, applying skills beyond the classroom
· Make progress in line with their individual starting points and EHCP outcomes
· Build communication skills relevant to adulthood, employability and independence
· Gain confidence in functional English for real-life contexts
In addition, pupils will:
· Develop a strong sense of identity, belonging and self-worth
· Learn to respect diversity and understand differences in society
· Feel confident expressing their views, opinions and experiences
· Begin to understand fairness, equality and respectful relationships

CURRICULUM PLANNING
Our curriculum is carefully tailored to meet the needs of each pupil:
· The National Curriculum is used where appropriate alongside EHCP outcomes
· Learning is personalised, recognising individual strengths, needs, identities and experiences
· Reading booklets, English Ladders and Functional Skills targets provide clear progression pathways
· Progress is tracked holistically rather than through fixed levels
We focus on mastery of key life skills and ensure pupils can generalise their learning across contexts.
Some pupils follow structured programmes including:
Some pupils follow the Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme to support early reading development. This is adapted to meet individual learning needs, including pace, repetition, and multi-sensory delivery, ensuring accessibility for pupils working within earlier developmental stages. 
 
Pupils access the ELS reading scheme (including e-book library), matched precisely to their current phonological knowledge and reading stage. This provision is adapted through scaffolded support, pre-teaching of vocabulary, and structured repetition to enable success in reading. 


IMPLEMENTATION
How Learning Develops Over Time
From entry to leaving school, pupils follow a personalised learning journey:
· Baseline assessments identify reading, writing, receptive and expressive communication levels
· AAC is introduced where appropriate to ensure every pupil can communicate effectively
· EHCP outcomes are broken into achievable steps and embedded into teaching
· Learning is revisited and reinforced to support long-term retention and generalisation
Teachers work collaboratively to ensure continuity through shared assessment tools, including reading booklets and English ladders.

Inclusive Curriculum Design
In 2026, our curriculum is intentionally inclusive:
· Texts are selected to reflect diverse identities and lived experiences, including disability, race, gender and LGBTQIA+ perspectives
· Adapted materials retain meaningful representation and avoid oversimplification
· Diversity is embedded routinely, not treated as an “add-on”
· Pupils explore themes such as identity, belonging, fairness, relationships and community
· Teaching includes respectful and inclusive language, including appropriate use of identity vocabulary
We actively challenge stereotypes and support pupils to develop an understanding of equality in an accessible and age-appropriate way.

SEND and Communication
We build on our strong SEND practice by ensuring:
· Communication systems (AAC, visuals, scaffolds) support self-expression, identity and agency, not just access
· Pupils are encouraged and supported to share their ideas, preferences and experiences
· All staff understand pupils’ receptive language levels and adapt communication accordingly

Reading and Curriculum Resources
We prioritise age-appropriate, high-interest, and accessible texts, including decodable books and adapted versions of classic and contemporary fiction. Materials are carefully selected and adapted to remove unnecessary cognitive load while maintaining challenge and engagement. 
The school library and classroom environments promote reading through inclusive and accessible book provision, including adapted texts, audio books, symbol-supported resources, and digital reading platforms. 
Reader texts increase in complexity over time, with teachers adapting content through simplification, summarisation, questioning, and multimodal presentation to ensure all pupils can access meaning and develop comprehension skills. 
A whole school reading support booklet provides staff with consistent strategies. This ensures a shared adaptive approach, including explicit modelling, structured questioning, vocabulary instruction, and strategies for supporting pupils with communication and cognition difficulties. 
Staff receive ongoing, high-quality professional development to ensure they can effectively adapt pedagogy, use assessment diagnostically, and implement evidence-informed approaches to teaching reading in a SEN context.
There is a strong emphasis on generalisation of reading skills, ensuring pupils can apply their learning across subjects and real-life contexts. Teaching is adapted to explicitly support transfer, including guided practice in varied settings and functional reading opportunities. 
Reading records are used diagnostically to identify specific graphemes, words, and reading behaviours for further teaching. These are used flexibly to adapt next steps in teaching, ensuring targeted intervention and consolidation. 
A structured Reading Development programme supports pupils through modelled, shared, guided, and independent reading, with adaptations such as chunking of text, visual supports, assisted reading technologies, and adult mediation where appropriate. 
•

Cultural Capital
We develop cultural capital in a meaningful and inclusive way:
· Pupils engage with local, national and global perspectives, including voices from underrepresented communities
· Learning connects to pupils’ own lives while broadening horizons beyond immediate experience
· Pupils are explicitly taught how to: 
· express opinions
· engage in discussions
· interpret meaning in different contexts
We aim not only to expose pupils to culture but to empower them to understand, question and contribute to it.

Educational Visits and Enrichment
Educational visits enhance learning across the curriculum:
· Experiences are designed to reflect diverse communities, workplaces and life opportunities
· Pupils recount, retell and communicate their experiences through English
· All visits are inclusive and accessible, ensuring equitable participation

CURRICULUM PRINCIPLES
Our curriculum is guided by the belief that pupils should become:
· Confident communicators
· Literate individuals prepared for adult life
· Inclusive, respectful and informed citizens
We maintain high expectations for all pupils and ensure they understand the purpose of their learning in real-world contexts.

SEQUENCING
The curriculum is personalised but structured:
· English ladders and reading pathways provide clear progression
· Learning builds cumulatively, with regular opportunities for consolidation
· Pupils may progress at different rates across different areas

IMPACT
Assessment
Assessment is continuous and responsive:
· Based on EHCP outcomes, reading tools and classroom observation
· Includes written work, verbal responses, photographs and video evidence
· Tracks both academic progress and communication development
Accreditations (e.g. Entry Level, AQA units) are used where appropriate.

Measuring Success
A successful curriculum at Sandfield is demonstrated when pupils:
· Make progress from their individual starting points
· Can apply communication and literacy skills across contexts
· Show increased confidence in expressing themselves
· Demonstrate respect and understanding of others
In addition:
· Pupil voice reflects a sense of belonging and representation
· Work and planning show evidence of diverse and inclusive content
· Pupils progress with their EHCP outcomes
· Pupils are prepared for life beyond school, including employment and community participation
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