Humanities Curriculum Statement (History and Geography) 

INTENT
Curriculum Vision
The Humanities curriculum is designed around three key principles:
· To encourage enjoyment and curiosity
We aim to stimulate a passion and interest in the world by exploring human and physical processes. Pupils compare their local area with other places to develop an understanding of different cultures, lifestyles, and perspectives. Learning is carefully adapted to ensure accessibility for all learners through visual, practical, and experiential approaches.
· To develop knowledge and understanding of the past and present
Pupils gain a rounded understanding of history and geography, exploring how past societies and events influence the present and future. Learning is sequenced and revisited to support retention, particularly for pupils with learning difficulties.
· To promote thinking, communication, and independence
The curriculum offers a framework for pupils to become curious and critical thinkers, enabling them to articulate, analyse, explain, and infer. Pupils are supported to communicate their understanding through a range of approaches, including verbal, visual, and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC).

Curriculum Planning
· The curriculum is based on the KS3 National Curriculum, adapted to meet the needs of KS3, KS4 and KS5 learners.
· A Long Term Plan (Learning Journey) ensures coverage and progression from Years 7–11.
· Topics are sequenced flexibly to allow cross-curricular links and respond to pupil needs.
· A spiral curriculum model allows pupils to revisit topics, deepen understanding, and develop mastery.
· Planning is aligned with: 
· EHCP outcomes
· Individual learning profiles and sensory needs
· Cultural capital is embedded through links to real-world contexts, further education, and employment.
· Pupils may follow accredited pathways (e.g. AQA Unit Awards), with curriculum planning reflecting assessment criteria.

IMPLEMENTATION
Curriculum Delivery and Progression
· A modified Key Stage 3 curriculum is delivered across KS3 to KS5, allowing time for consolidation and depth. 
· All pupils are supported to develop knowledge, skills, and vocabulary through carefully scaffolded learning.
· The curriculum builds from concrete, familiar experiences to more abstract concepts.
· Topics are revisited as part of a spiralling approach, applying skills in new contexts to develop mastery.

Adaptive Teaching (Core Practice)
Due to the diverse needs of our learners, teaching is highly adaptive and responsive. Key strategies include:
· Breaking learning into small, manageable steps (chunking)
· Use of visual supports (symbols, maps, timelines, now/next boards)
· Pre-teaching and revisiting vocabulary using multi-sensory approaches
· Repetition and overlearning to secure understanding
· Use of structured routines to reduce anxiety
· Flexible grouping (1:1, paired, group work)
· Opportunities for sensory regulation and movement breaks
· Alternative recording methods (e.g. discussion, drawing, ICT, matching tasks)
· Modelling and guided practice before independent work
These approaches ensure pupils with a wide range of barriers to learning can successfully access and engage with the curriculum. 

Principles and Distinctive Features
· Learning is engaging, varied, and experiential, recognising the need for stimulation and flexibility.
· A range of teaching approaches is used, including: 
· Storytelling
· Discussion and debate
· Practical activities
· Educational visits
· Regular revisiting of core skills and knowledge ensures progress for all pupils, including those with disrupted education or memory difficulties.

Subject-Specific Implementation
History
· Teaching focuses on enabling pupils to think as historians and connect the past to the present.
· Storytelling and narrative are central to engagement and understanding.
· Pupils are encouraged to ask questions such as: “How do we know?”
· Use of artefacts, timelines, and visual sources supports understanding.
· Pupils learn that historical interpretations may differ and begin to evaluate information.

Geography
· Learning starts with the pupil’s immediate environment and personal experiences.
· Local visits and fieldwork provide first-hand experiences to build understanding.
· Pupils gradually move to more abstract and global concepts.
· Skills developed include: 
· Map reading and navigation
· Identifying physical and human features
· Interpreting data (graphs, maps, diagrams)
· Pupils explore environmental responsibility and global diversity as part of understanding how to care for the world we live in.

Enrichment and Cultural Capital
· Use of educational visits, local community exploration, and artefacts to enhance learning.
· Displays reinforce key vocabulary and concepts and celebrate pupil work.
· A Bracey timeline is developed across the school, enabling pupils to place events chronologically and make connections.
· Cross-curricular opportunities strengthen knowledge and skill transfer.

Wider Development
The Humanities curriculum contributes to:
· Cultural diversity and identity
Exploring ethics, values, human rights, and diversity.
· Health and wellbeing
Understanding developments in medicine and living conditions.
· Community participation
Engagement in events such as Remembrance Day and community activities.
· Careers and enterprise
Development of transferable skills including critical thinking, organisation, data handling, and communication.
· Creativity and critical thinking
Opportunities for enquiry, debate, reasoning, and independent thought.




Cross-Curricular Skills
· English:
Development of reading, writing, speaking, and listening through discussion, role play, and varied texts.
· Mathematics:
Application of numeracy skills through timelines, coordinates, data analysis, and maps.

IMPACT
Assessment
Assessment is ongoing, flexible, and personalised, recognising progress in small steps.
Assessment methods include:
· Written and practical work
· Teacher questioning and observation
· Individual, paired, and group discussions
· Quizzes and end-of-topic evaluations
· Self-assessment and reflection
· Evidence captured through systems such as Evidence for Learning (EFL)
Assessment information is used to inform teaching, adapt planning, and support progress towards EHCP outcomes.
Pupils may also complete AQA Unit Awards, providing structured assessment pathways.

Measuring Success
A successful Humanities curriculum is demonstrated through:
· Teacher evaluation ensuring curriculum meets pupil needs
· Pupil voice, informing adaptations and identifying barriers
· Work scrutiny and moderation
· Recorded achievement and progress evidence
· Progress towards EHCP targets
· Pupils’ ability to transfer skills across subjects and real-life contexts
· Increased engagement, confidence, and independence

Monitoring and Review
The Humanities curriculum is monitored through:
· Learning walks
· Book and work scrutiny
· Staff feedback and professional dialogue
The policy is reviewed annually to ensure it remains:
· Ambitious and inclusive
· Responsive to pupil need
· Aligned with statutory requirements and Ofsted expectations
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