Sandfield Park School – Music Curriculum Statement
Intent
At Sandfield Park, our aim is to engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music. We want students to recognise their own musical strengths, building confidence, creativity and a real sense of achievement.
We are committed to delivering an ambitious, well-sequenced and inclusive curriculum that meets the diverse needs of all our pupils. Music is enjoyable, accessible and meaningful—giving every pupil the chance to listen, play, sing and create together, using a wide range of instruments and music technology.
We encourage pupils to understand that being a listener is just as important as being a performer, and that everyone has a role to play in music across the school.
Ultimately, we want our pupils to leave school with a lasting interest in music, recognising it as a valuable and enriching part of their lives which can provide lifelong enjoyment.
Curriculum Planning
Our curriculum ensures that all pupils, regardless of ability, can:
· Sing and perform
· Listen and appraise
· Improvise and compose
Learning is rooted in practical musical experiences, with creativity at its core.
Pupils are exposed to a wide range of instruments throughout their time at Sandfield, and we are fortunate to have a broad selection available in school to support this. Alongside this, we use inclusive music technology, including Soundbeam. Soundbeam is used as a fully adaptable musical instrument that translates physical gestures into musical notes, enabling pupils of all abilities to create and control sound. It can also be accessed using switches, ensuring every pupil can participate and express themselves musically.

Planning is informed by:
· EHCP outcomes, where appropriate
· The National Curriculum
· The Model Music Curriculum
· Charanga (adapted to meet our pupils’ needs)
Adaptive teaching strategies are central to our approach. Lessons are carefully planned to support all learners through:
· visual supports, symbols and modelling
· repetition and clear routines
· scaffolded tasks with flexible outcomes
· use of AAC and assistive technology
· practical, sensory and hands-on experiences
We prioritise regular singing and ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to engage with instruments and music-making in ways that suit their individual needs.
Our schemes of work provide a clear musical journey from Year 7 to Year 14, enabling pupils to build and consolidate their skills over time.

Implementation
Singing is central to our curriculum and features in every lesson, supporting musical development and confidence. Lessons typically begin with a warm-up or song, with new songs introduced weekly. Signing is also used to support communication and inclusion.
Pupils have regular opportunities to:
· Listen to and appraise a wide range of music
· Explore different cultures, genres and historical contexts
· Experience live music, including visits to the Liverpool Philharmonic
Additional opportunities include:
· Workshops and performances from Live Music Now
· Performances from visiting schools and musicians
· Music Therapy sessions
· Peripatetic lessons (e.g. drums, guitar, violin, ukulele, voice)
· Access to the Young Sounds programme
· Ensemble work through DaDa and participation in DaDa Fest
Pupils explore a wide range of instruments as part of their learning, developing familiarity, confidence and personal preference over time.
Music technology plays a central role in our curriculum, using YuStudio, GarageBand, and Ableton to support a clear progression in improvisation, composition and performance.
Pupils create and edit music, experiment with sound, and structure compositions using digital tools, and are introduced to more advanced sequencing and production skills. This promotes independence, creativity and full participation.
Alongside this, pupils are introduced to notation, chord patterns and key vocabulary, with content adapted to suit different ability levels and support ongoing development.
The final half term focuses on reflection, evaluation and performance, giving pupils the opportunity to revisit their work, recognise progress and celebrate their achievements—culminating in performances such as Sandfest, where all pupils can participate using instruments and technology appropriate to them.
Impact
The impact of our music curriculum is that pupils are fully included, actively engaged and able to express themselves musically in ways that are meaningful to them.
Pupils develop:
· confidence and self-esteem through performance and participation
· communication and interaction skills through shared musical experiences
· creativity and independence through improvising and composing
· an understanding of musical elements, vocabulary and structure
· make progress to achieving their EHCP outcomes, where appropriate
Through adaptive teaching and the use of a wide range of instruments and technology, all pupils are able to access music-making and demonstrate progress from their own starting points.
Pupils share their learning through performances, recordings and informal opportunities, including events such as Sandfest. They are able to reflect on their work, recognise their achievements and take pride in their progress.
By the time pupils leave Sandfield Park, they have developed a positive relationship with music. They recognise its value, enjoy taking part and are motivated to continue engaging with music beyond school.
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